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Many couples who start living together will eventually separate. 
The outcome of this decision has often been linked to the characteristics 
of these couples, such as their religiosity or financial situation. Although 

the social context in which a couple makes this decision can be an 
important source of conflict, support or information, the extent to which 

this social context matters remains unclear.

This dissertation expands existing knowledge about the role of the 
social context in understanding separation risks. Using information 

from the Dutch population registers, it explores to what extent and for 
which couples the characteristics of a couple’s social context matter. 

Unlike many earlier studies, the analyses do not only focus on the spatial 
context in which couples live, but also examine the characteristics of 
family members, neighbors and co-workers. The findings show that a 
comprehensive understanding of couple’s risk of separation can only  

be achieved by situating couples in their social context.
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